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T h i n k  A b o u t  I t  ?                                                                                               
b y  M aj o r  D o n al d  R  D o y l e                                                  

                                       
T h e r e ’ s al w ay s a l o t o f  tal k  ab o u t th e  n e x t r e p l ac e m e n t f o r  th e  M -1 6  
e sp e c ial l y  in  th is n e w sl e tte r . O n e  th in g  th at is m e n tio n e d  as an  af te r th o u g h t 
is w h e th e r  o r  n o t to  h av e  a b ay o n e t l u g  o n  a r if l e , w ith  m o st m an u f ac tu r e r s 
say in g  n o  o r  a v e r y  r e l u c tan t y e s. M o st o f  u s te n d  to  l in k  th e  b ay o n e t w ith  
th e  f ar  d istan c e  p ast l ik e  th e  Am e r ic an  R e v o l u tio n  o r  th e  C iv il  W ar , b u t n o t 
w ith  th e  m o d e r n  b attl e f ie l d . W e l l  if  y o u  ar e  o n e  w h o  f e e l s th at th e  h ig h -te c h  
m ac h in e s o f  w ar , c o m m u n ic atio n s, air p o w e r , su p p l y  o f  am m o  to  th e  tr o o p s, 
sm ar te r  so l d ie r s, e tc . r e n d e r  th e  b ay o n e t o b so l e te  in  th e  2 1 st c e n tu r y  th e n  
y o u  ar e  wrong ! !  T h e  B r itish  Ar m y  w as r id in g  d o w n  th e  r o ad  o u tsid e  o f  
Am ar a, I r aq  w h e n  th e y  d r o v e  in to  an  am b u sh . N o w  th e  n o r m al  p r o c e d u r e  is 
to  sp e e d  u p  an d  q u ic k l y  g e t o u t o f  th e  f ir e  z o n e . N o t th is tim e , th e  B r its 
sto p p e d  g o t o u t o f  th e ir  L an d  R o v e r  v e h ic l e s an d  r e tu r n e d  f ir e , q u ic k l y  
r u n n in g  o u t o f  am m o , th e  o f f ic e r  in  c h ar g e  o r d e r e d  “Fi x  b a y one t s  a nd  
C h a rge ! ! ” T h is w as d o n e  o v e r  2 0 0  y ar d s o f  o p e n  te r r ain  in  w h ic h  th e  h ar d  
c h ar g in g  B r its b a y one t e d  a nd  k i l l e d  3 5  i ns u rge nt s  w h il e  su f f e r in g  n o  
f atal itie s. T h e  l ast tim e  th e  B r itish  h ad  a b ay o n e t c h ar g e  w as d u r in g  th e  
F al k l an d s c o n f l ic t. Y o u  c an ’ t o v e r e stim ate  th e  p sy c h o l o g ic al  e f f e c t o f  a 
so l d ie r  r u n n in g  an d  y e l l in g  w ith  th e  b ay o n e t o r  th e  e f f e c t o n  th e  g u y  se e in g  
it c o m in g  at h im . A r if l e  m ay  n o t b e  l o ad e d  b u t a  k ni f e  a l wa y s  i s .        



   b ook  re v i e w b y  M a j or D ona l d  R  D oy l e   
T h is g r e at F r e n c h  in v e n tio n  c am e  ab o u t in  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r y  in  th e  
sm al l  to w n  o f  B ay o n n e , F r an c e  in  th e  P y r e n e e s M o u n tain s. A sm al l  g r o u p  
o f  F r e n c h  in f an tr y  al m o st o u t o f  am m o , w as ab o u t to  b e  o v e r r u n  b y  S p an ish  
c av al r y  w h e n  o n e  in f an tr y m an  g o t th e  b r ig h t id e a o f  j am m in g  h is k n if e  
h an d l e  d o w n  th e  b ar r e l  o f  h is m u sk e t. H is f e l l o w  tr o o p s d id  l ik e w ise  an d  
tu r n e d  th e ir  e m p ty  m u sk e ts in to  im p r o v ise d  p ik e s th at tu r n e d  th e  S p an ish  
c av al r y  aw ay . B y  1 6 4 7  it w as c o n sid e r e d  “h ig h -te c h ” to  h av e  “l a b ay o n e t.” 
T h e  f ir st r e al  b ay o n e ts w e r e  as l o n g  as a m an ’ s ar m  an d  w e r e  n o t d e sig n e d  
f o r  h an d  to  h an d  f ig h tin g  b u t as an  an ti-c av al r y  w e ap o n . T h e  S w e d e s in  
1 6 9 6  c am e  u p  w ith  th e  id e a to  se c u r e  th e  b ay o n e t to  th e  o u tsid e  o f  th e  
m u sk e t, al l o w in g  th e  m u sk e t to  se r v e  d o u b l e  d u ty  as a f ir in g  w e ap o n  an d  a 
p ik e . As f ir e ar m s b e c am e  m o r e  ac c u r ate  an d  r e l iab l e , c av al r y  d e c r e ase d  in  
im p o r tan c e  an d  a sh o r te r  b l ad e  b e c am e  m o r e  p r ac tic al  in  c l e ar in g  a r o o m  
o r  a tr e n c h  an d  h an d  to  h an d  w ith  o p p o sin g  in f an tr y . T h e  b ig g e st im p ac t o f  
th e  b ay o n e t w as p s y c h ol ogi c a l ,  n o  o n e  w an ts to  b e  sh o t b u t y o u  d o n ’ t se e  
th e  b u l l e t c o m in g  at y o u . B u t an y o n e  se e in g  a b l ad e  c o m in g  at th e m  is 
te r r if ie d . S o l d ie r s q u ic k l y  l e ar n e d  th at p o l ish in g  th e ir  b ay o n e ts to  sh in e  in  
th e  su n l ig h t w o u l d  p u t an y  m o b  to  f l ig h t as w e l l  as r o o k ie  so l d ie r s. O f f ic e r s 
l e ar n e d  th at tr ain in g  w ith  th e  b ay o n e t h e l p e d  k e e p  tr o o p s p u m p e d  u p . T h e y  
w o u l d  y e l l , “W h at is th e  sp ir it o f  th e  b ay o n e t” an d  th e  tr o o p s w o u l d  r e p l y , 
“T o  K il l  T o  K il l .” T h e  J ap an e se  to o k  th e  b ay o n e t to  a sp ir itu al  l e v e l , l ik e  th e  
sam u r ai sw o r d  p r e f e r r in g  sc r e am in g  c h ar g e s as m ac h in e  g u n s m o w e d  
th e m  d o w n . S o m e  w an t to  p u t th e  b ay o n e t in  th e  m u se u m s an d  n o t h av e  
th e  l u g  p u t o n  n e w  r if l e s. H o w e v e r  m o d e r n  f ir e ar m s e at a l o t o f  am m o  an d  
j am , w h il e  a b ay o n e t is a l wa y s  l oa d e d .  T h e  p sy c h o l o g ic al  asp e c ts al o n e  is 
r e aso n  e n o u g h  to  k e e p  th e  b ay o n e t a p e r m an e n t f ix tu r e  o n  al l  f u tu r e  r if l e s. 
T om  R i p l e y  d i d  a  good  j ob  on t h i s  b ook  i t s  2 5 5  e a s y  t o re a d  p a ge s  a nd  I  
s t rongl y  re c om m e nd  i t .  



B y  t h e  W a y            
 
M o r e  th an  30 0  p e o p l e  w e r e  e v ac u ate d  f r o m  th e  o u tsk ir ts o f  M ar se il l e , 
F r an c e  r e c e n tl y  af te r  th e  F r e n c h  F o r e ig n  L e g io n  star te d  a b r u sh  f ir e  w ith  
tr ac e r  b u l l e ts f r o m  a tr ain in g  e x e r c ise . I t to o k  1 30  f ir e f ig h te r s to  g e t th e  f ir e  
u n d e r  c o n tr o l . 
1 7 0  ar m e d  S w iss so l d ie r s g o t l o st o n  an  F T X  an d  ac c id e n tl y  c r o sse d  th e  
b o r d e r  in  to  L ie c h te n ste in , a tin y  c o u n tr y  o f  36 ,0 0 0  p e o p l e  th at b o r d e r s 
S w itz e r l an d . T h e  tr o o p s so o n  l e ar n e d  th e ir  m istak e  an d  q u ic k l y  c r o sse d  
b ac k  to  th e ir  h o m e l an d . L ie c h te n ste in  o f f ic ial s w e r e  n o t u p se t r e al iz in g  it 
w as an  h o n e st m istak e  b y  th e  n e u tr al  S w iss. C o u l d  r e m e d ial  c o m p ass an d  
m ap  r e ad in g  b e  in  sto r e  f o r  th o se  tr o o p s?  
M o r e  h o r r o r  sto r ie s c o m in g  o u t o f  th e  R u ssian  m il itar y . I f  b e atin g s, l im ite d  
r atio n s an d  se l l in g  th e ir  l ab o r  o u t to  l o c al  b u sin e sse s w e r e  n o t e n o u g h , n o w  
c o m e s a sto r y  o f  a n e w  r e c r u it b e in g  b u r ie d  al iv e  af te r  b e in g  b e at b y  
o f f ic e r s f o r  n o t m o p p in g  th e  f l o o r  p r o p e r l y . L o c al  r e sid e n ts f o u n d  h im  stil l  
al iv e  an d  th e  m il itar y  is in v e stig atin g . 
W ith in  a f e w  h o u r s o f  h e ar in g  th at h e r  f ian c é e  h ad  b e e n  k il l e d  in  I r aq . A 
N e w  Y o r k  w o m an  g o t h e r  e n g ag e m e n t r in g  in  th e  m ail . U .S . Ar m y  S g t. 
Y e v g e n iy  R y n d y c h , 2 4  w as k il l e d  in  R am ad i. H e  w as b o r n  in  th e  U k r ain e  
an d  im m ig r ate d  to  N e w  Y o r k  w ith  h is f am il y  as a te e n ag e r . 
A g r o u p  o f  Am e r ic an  c o m m e r c ial  d iv e r s h as f o u n d  th e  w r e c k  o f  th e  H M S  
F an to m e  o f f  th e  c o ast o f  N o v a S c o tia. I t san k  w h il e  l e ad in g  a c o n v o y  b ac k  
to  H al if ax  af te r  th e  1 8 1 4  sac k in g  o f  W ash in g to n  D .C . T h e  d iv e  te am  f o u n d  
ar tif ac ts th at in c l u d e  W h ite  H o u se  c h in a, sil v e r w ar e , C ap ital  r e l ic s an d  
c o in ag e  f r o m  th e  U .S . T r e asu r y . T h e  B r itish  H ig h  C o m m issio n  h as c l aim e d  
o w n e r sh ip  an d  its c o n te n ts u n d e r  th e  U n ite d  N atio n s C o n v e n tio n  o n  th e  
L aw  o f  th e  S e a. T h e  site  is n o w  o f f -l im its sin c e  N o v a S c o tia h as r e j e c te d  
an y m o r e  r e c o v e r y  p e r m its.  
 



M o v i e  R e v i e w s   b y  M aj o r  D o n al d  R  D o y l e  
“ I n g l o r i o u s  B a s t a r d s ”  is a f o r e ig n  f il m  f o r  al l  in te n tio n al  p u r p o se s. I t star s 
B r ad  P itt in  a sm al l  r o l e  as a h il l b il l y  2 l t l e ad in g  a sm al l  g r o u p  o f  J e w s th at 
sp e c ial iz e  in  sc al p in g  N az i’ s. I ’ m  r e al l y  su r p r ise d  th at P itt to o k  th is c o r n y  
r o l e . T h e  b l o n d  g al  th at p l ay e d  in  “N atio n al  T r e asu r e ” d id  a g o o d  j o b  p l ay in g  
a f am o u s G e r m an  ac tr e ss an d  if  y o u ’ v e  se e n  a f e w  f o r e ig n  m il itar y  f il m s 
l ate l y  so m e  o f  th e  f ac e s m ay  l o o k  f am il iar . T h e  p l o t r e v o l v e s ar o u n d  
b l o w in g  u p / b u r n in g  d o w n  a c r o w d e d  m o v ie  h o u se  l o ad e d  w ith  e v e r y  N az i 
o f f ic ial  y o u  c an  im ag in e  w ith  n o  g u ar d s ar o u n d . D o n ’ t w aste  th e  $ 9 .2 5  I  d id  
to  se e  it. C o m e  to  th in k  o f  it d o n ’ t b u y  it o n  D V D  w h e n  it c o m e s o u t e ith e r . 

 
“ D o w n f a l l ”  is a m o v ie  n o t at th e  th e atr e  b u t o u t o n  D V D . I t’ s a G e r m an  
m o v ie  ab o u t H itl e r ’ s p e r so n al  se c r e tar y  T r au d l  J u n g e  an d  al l  sh e  w itn e sse d  
in  th e  B e r l in  b u n k e r . I f  y o u ’ r e  e v e n  r e m o te l y  in te r e ste d  in  th e  su b j e c t y o u ’ l l  
r e al l y  l ik e  th is m o v ie . T h e  ac to r s ar e  G e r m an  w ith  E n g l ish  su b titl e s b u t it 
f l o w s al o n g  at an  e asy  to  r e ad  p ac e . T h e  c o l o r  is g r e at so m e tim e s it se e m s 
th at I ’ m  w atc h in g  a v id e o  tap e  in ste ad  o f  f il m . L ik e  m o st f o r e ig n  w ar  f il m s 
it’ s b r u tal l y  g r ap h ic , n o  su g ar  c o atin g  o f  h isto r y  h e r e . I  th o u g h t I  k n e w  th is 
to p ic  r ath e r  w e l l , H itl e r  r an tin g  at h is g e n e r al s, o r d e r in g  tr o o p  m o v e m e n ts 
w h e r e  n o n e  e x ist, b u t th e r e  w e r e  a n u m b e r  o f  su r p r ise s l ik e  w h at g u n g -h o  
N az is so m e  o f  th e  w o m e n  w e r e . E v e r y o n e  c o m in g  in  an d  o u t o f  th e  b u n k e r  
k n e w  th e  e n d  w as n e ar , w h il e  so m e  w h e r e  in  d e n ial , so m e  c o m m itte d  
su ic id e  an d  o th e r s w o u l d  f ig h t to  th e  b itte r  e n d . I n c l u d e d  is so m e  ac tu al  f il m  
f o o tag e  o f  in te r v ie w s w ith  th e  r e al  T r au d l  J u n g e . F o r  m an y  y e ar s “ D a s  
B oot ” w as m y  f av o r ite  f o r e ig n  m il itar y  f il m , n o w  it’ s “ D ownf a l l . ” L o o k  h ar d  
l o o k  l o n g  b u t f in d  th is D V D  an d  b u y  it. T h is is an  o u tstan d in g  m o v ie  ! !   



   

            
    S T G -4 4  t h e  w o r l d s  f i r s t  A s s a u l t  R i f l e  
T h e  d e f in itio n  o f  an  assau l t r if l e  ac c o r d in g  to  th e  D e p t. o f  D e f e n se  is “ A  ri f l e  
of  m e d i u m  s i z e d  c a l i b e r c a p a b l e  of  s e m i -a u t om a t i c  f i re  a nd  wi t h  a  s wi t c h  or 
l e v e r c a n c h a nge  t o s u s t a i ne d  f u l l -a u t o f i re . ” N o w  th e  M -1  C ar b in e  c am e  
o u t in  1 9 4 0  an d  if  it h ad  a h e av ie r  c al ib e r  b u l l e t w o u l d  h av e  b e e n  th e  
w o r l d ’ s f ir st assau l t r if l e . B u t th at titl e  g o e s to  th e  G e r m an s w h o  in v e n te d  
th e  f ir st assau l t r if l e  as w e l l  as th e  n am e  in  l ate  1 9 4 3. T h e  G e r m an s w e r e  
im p r e sse d  w ith  th e  Am e r ic an  M -1  G ar an d  se m i-au to  r if l e  sin c e  e v e r y o n e  
e l se  in  W W I I  w as u sin g  b o l t ac tio n  r if l e s. T h e  G e r m an  d e sig n  g u y s in v e n te d  
th e  S T G -4 4  it h ad  se m i an d  f u l l -au to  c ap ab il ity , f ir e d  th e  m e d iu m  siz e d  7 .9 2  
K u r z  r o u n d . T h e  S T G -4 4  w as ac c u r ate  o u t to  30 0  m e te r s an d  th e  G e r m an  
tr o o p s in  th e  f ie l d  l o v e d  it, b e g g e d  f o r  m o r e  an d  l ik e  al l  G e r m an  w e ap o n s, 
th e n  an d  n o w , it w as h e av y  w e ig h in g  in  at 1 2 l b s. H itl e r  d id  n o t b e l ie v e  in  f u l l  
au to  w e ap o n s f o r  th e  in d iv id u al  tr o o p s th in k in g  it w as a w aste  o f  am m o  
b e in g  a W W I  v e te r an . S o  h is g e n e r al s sn e ak e d  a d o c u m e n t p ast h im  to  
sig n  l istin g  S T G -4 4  m ac h in e  p isto l s f o r  m ass p r o d u c tio n  an d  h e  sig n e d  it.  
 
 
 



 
 
N o w  th e  n am e , J o se p h  G o e b b l e s th e  p r o p ag an d a m in iste r  w h o  in v e n te d  
th e  n am e , p r o m o te d  it in  a sp e c ial  w ay . “ T h e  S t u rm ge we h r 1 9 4 4  ( in  E n g l ish  
Assau l t R if l e )  wi l l  onl y  b e  i s s u e d  t o s ol d i e rs  wh o h a v e  a ggre s s i v e l y  
a s s a u l t e d  t h e  e ne m i e s  of  t h e  R e i c h . ”  N o  tr o o p s in  th e  r e ar  w ith  th e  g e ar  
w o u l d  g e t an y  o n l y  f r o n t l in e  tr o o p s an d  th e  f ir st b atc h  w e n t to  I r o n  C r o ss 
w in n e r s ( th e  G e r m an  e q u iv al e n t o f  o u r  M e d al  o f  H o n o r .)  A to tal  o f  4 2 6 ,0 0 0  
w o u l d  b e  m ad e  b y  w ar s e n d .  Am e r ic an  tr o o p s w o u l d  n o t se e  th e m  u n til  th e  
B attl e  o f  th e  B u l g e  in  D e c e m b e r  1 9 4 4 . T h at’ s b e c au se  m o st w e n t to  th e  
E aste r n  f r o n t w h e r e  th e  R u ssian s th at w e r e n ’ t k il l e d  b y  th e m  w e r e  v e r y  
im p r e sse d  w ith  th e m . A y o u n g  R u ssian  tan k  S g t n am e d  M ik h ail  
K al ash n ik o v  w as w o u n d e d  in  th e  h o sp ital , w h il e  h e ar in g  th e  o th e r  tr o o p s 
tal k  ab o u t th e  f ie r c e  n e w  r if l e  th e  G e r m an s h ad , tin k e r e d  o n  an d  d e sig n e d  
h is o w n  r if l e . T h e  R u ssian  m il itar y  ad o p te d  it an d  b e g an  p r o d u c in g  h is 
d e sig n  in  1 9 4 7  c al l in g  it th e  Au to m atic  K al ash n ik o v  o f  1 9 4 7  o r  AK -4 7 . N o w  
K al ash n ik o v  d e n ie s c o p y in g  th e  S T G -4 4  al th o u g h  th e r e  ar e  sim il ar itie s, 
th e r e  ar e  al so  so m e  str ik in g  d if f e r e n c e s l ik e  l o o se r  to l e r an c e s an d  
p r ac tic al l y  n o  m ain te n an c e  r e q u ir e d . O v e r  5 0  m il l io n  h av e  b e e n  m ad e  w o r l d  
w id e . T h e  S T G -4 4  c h an g e d  f o r e v e r  th e  in d iv id u al  so l d ie r ’ s ab il itie s. T h an k  
G o d  f o r  th e  Al l ie s th e  S G T -4 4 , l ik e  th e  V -2  R o c k e t an d  th e  M E -2 6 2  j e t 
f ig h te r  c am e  to o  l ittl e  to o  l ate  to  sav e  th e  G e r m an  w ar  e f f o r t.  
 



NOTICE 
T h is m ay  b e  th e  l ast issu e  p o ste d  f o r  aw h il e . M aj o r  D o y l e  an d  I  h av e  h ad  
v e r y  f e w  ar tic l e s su b m itte d  f o r  p u b l ic atio n . T r y in g  to  m ain tain  an y  k in d  o f  
sc h e d u l e  f o r  p o stin g  h as b e c o m e  d ar n  r ig h t im p o ssib l e .  
N e b r ask am il itia.c o m  w il l  h o l d  o f f  o n  an y  f u r th e r  p u b l ic atio n  u n til  w e  h av e  
su f f ic ie n t ar tic l e s to  m ak e  it w o r th w h il e .  
S o r r y  f o r  th e  in c o n v e n ie n c e ,  
R u d y    
 


