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P ro d u c t  R ev iew:  A ltam a B o o ts 
B y Major Donald R Doyle 
 
 
O u r f eet are one of  th e h ardes t work ing  yet leas t ap p reciated p arts  of  ou r b ody.  A  g ood 
p air of  b oots  is  worth  its  weig h t in g old to a g rou nd p ou nder.    

A ltama b as ed in G eorg ia h as  a wide v ariety.  I  p u rch as ed two p airs  of  th eir b oots  
and h av e b een wearing  th em non-s top .  T h eir military s p ec leath er b oots  are Made in 
th e U S A .  I  recommend th e s ide z ip  models  th ey really mak e all th e dif f erence in th e 
world as  f ar as  g etting  th e b oots  on and of f  q u ick  and eas y.  T h e leath er b oots  are 
ru g g ed with  s elf  cleaning  lu g  s oles .  Mine did not h av e a p added 
collar p rob ab ly b ecau s e th ere are z ip  models .  T h ere is  th e trade-of f , p added collar f or 
comf ort or z ip p ers  f or conv enience.  My only oth er comp laint was  th e  
weig h t and th ey were really not th at h eav y it’ s  ju s t th at I ’ m g etting  older.  
 T h e p leas ant s u rp ris e came in th ere Lite-s p eed  8 ”  z ip  b o o ts .  T h ey are des ig ned 
f or h ot weath er with  b reath ab le s ides , ex tremely lig h tweig h t with  a ru g g ed tread and 

non-mark ing  s oles .   I t l o o k s  l ik e a c o m b at b o o t b u t f eel s  
l ik e y o u r  w ear in g  ten n is  s h o es .  T h e lite-s p eed b oot is  s o comf ortab le th at I  can f all 
as leep  in my recliner and wak e u p  f org etting  th at I  h ad b oots  on.  N ow th at’ s  wh at I  call 
lig h tweig h t an d  comf ortab le.  
 My only comp laint, th ey’ re made in Ch ina.  I  as k ed th em wh y?  T h ey s ent a v ery 
p olite e-mail s aying  th at th ey cou ld not s ell commercial b oots , meaning  non-military 
b ecau s e th e p u b lic v oted with  th eir wallets  not to b u y th em.   B y mak ing  th em in Ch ina 
th ey’ re ab le to s ell h ere.   A ltama claims  th ey wanted to manu f actu re th em h ere in th e 
s tates .  
 B oth  s ets  of  b oots  are g ood look ing , v ery well made, g iv e g ood ank le s u p p ort 
and th e p rice is  reas onab le.  A  p added collar on th e leath er b oots  will add s ig nif icantly to 
its  comf ort if  q u ick ly g etting  th em on and of f  is  not an is s u e.  H I N T  g et you r b oots  ½  s iz e 
larg er th an wh at you  normally wear f or th os e th ick  winter s ock s  or g el-s ole ins erts .   
 T h os e of  you  th at are older, th e lite-s p eed b oots  are th e way to g o.  F or 1 p enny 
more wh en ordering  on-line you  can g et th eir b rown U . S .  f lag  A ltama ( f oreig n made)  T -
s h irt.  I  wis h  th e lite-s p eed b oots  and th eir T -s h irts  were Made in th e U S A  ( es p ecially 
with  a U . S .  f lag  on it)  and th ey really cou ld b e.  B u t u nf ortu nately, f inding  lig h tweig h t 
f ootwear Made in th e U S A  is  almos t imp os s ib le nowadays .  I  recommend A ltama and f or 
more inf ormation on th eir ex tens iv e p rodu ct line s ee A L T A MA . CO M   
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N i g h t  W a t c h  
B y J ef f rey Calh ou n 

 
I  was  g oing  th ru  my old electronics  las t week  wh en I  ran acros s  my p erimeter alarm 
s ys tem.  I  th ou g h t I ’ d write u p  an ev alu ation of  it s ince it is  rath er rare.   
 
I  b ou g h t it in 19 75  f rom A N I T E Comp any.  I t cos t me $ 4 9 . 9 5  p lu s  s h ip p ing .  T h e u nit with  
6  s p ools  of  wire is  s maller th an a 1q t.  canteen.  T h ey are th e s ame comp any th at made 
th e s eries  of  “ DEA DL Y ”  v ideos  b ack  in th e late 70 ’ s  and early 80 ’ s .  I  don’ t k now if  th ey 
are s till in b u s ines s .   
 

 
Fi g u r e  1:  T h e  c o n t r o l s  a r e  v e r y  s i m p l e  t o  u s e .  
T h ere are 2  circu its  on th is  u nit.  Circu it 1 is  on th e u p p er lef t corner and circu it 2  is  on 
th e u p p er rig h t corner.  Each  circu it cons is ts  of  2  terminals  with  s crew down connections .  
A n ex tremely th in ins u lated wire connects  th e terminals .  T ig h tening  th e s crews  cru s h es  
th e ins u lation on th e wire, mak ing  th e connection.  T h e wire is  ap p rox imately ½  th e 
th ick nes s  of  a h u man h air.  Each  s p ool contains  4 0 0 0 ’  of  wire.  T h e s p ool is  ju s t s lig h tly 
larg er th an a 3 5 mm f ilm can.  T h ere are als o 2  ‘ T ES T ’  b u ttons  on th e u nit.  T h ey will let 
you  k now th at th e lig h t and s ou nd is  work ing  f or each  circu it.   
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Fi g u r e  2:  2-4 0 0 0 '  s p o o l s  o f  w i r e ,  ' j u m p e r s '  a n d  a  . 4 5  A C P  r o u n d  f o r  c o m p a r i s o n .   
 
D i r e c t i o n s  f o r  RO N  ( Re m a i n  O v e r  N i g h t )  p o s i t i o n s :  
 
A ttach  wire to one terminal.  S p ool ou t wire in a p erimeter 5 0  to 10 0  yards  away f rom 
you r RO N .  K eep  wire 8” -14 ”  ab ov e th e g rou nd.  Y ou  may wrap  th e wire arou nd trees  or 
b ru s h  to maintain th is  h eig h t.    
 
A ttach  oth er end to th e s econd terminal of  th e circu it.  Rep eat f or s econd circu it at a 
g reater or les s er dis tance.  
   
S e c o n d  p e r i m e t e r  o p t i o n s :  

1.  O n th e s econd circu it, you  can s et th e p erimeter at a h eig h t of  3 ’  and directly 
ab ov e th e f irs t wire.  T h is  will g iv e you  an idea as  to th e s iz e of  any th reat.  I f  only 
th e lower wire is  b rok en, it is  p rob ab ly an animal s u ch  as  a f ox  or rab b it.  I f  b oth  
are b rok en th en it is  a larg er creatu re s u ch  as  a deer, or man.   
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2 .  T h e s econd op tion is  to s et th e wire u p  at 3 ’  h eig h t, b u t in a larg er p erimeter, s ay 
15 0 ’  ou t.  W h en u s ed in th is  op tion, b oth  wires  s h ou ld b e s et at th e s ame h eig h t, 
g enerally 3 ’ .  T h is  will eliminate any ‘ f als e’  alarms  cau s ed b y s maller wildlif e.  T h is  
is  th e p ref erred meth od of  u s e.  I t will g iv e you  a warning  th at th e intru der( s )  are 
15 0 ’  away, and th en only 10 0 ’ .  A t th is  p oint th e alarm is  tu rned of f .  T h e only 
down f all is  th at th is  does n’ t tell you  f rom wh ich  direction th e intru s ion is  coming .  
Y ou  only k now th at th ey are g etting  clos er.  I f  you  h av e N VG  or th ermal locators  
av ailab le you  s h ou ld h av e s p otted th e intru der b y now.   

 
M o n i t o r  t r a i l s :   
 Y ou ’ re waiting  in amb u s h  on a trail.  U nder th is  s itu ation, circu it 1 is  ru n along  5 -
10  f eet f rom th e s ide of  th e trail f or 10 0  yards , or p as t you r f u rth es t p oint of  ob s erv ation.  
Cris s -cros s  th e line acros s  th e trail a cou p le of  times  at ank le h eig h t.  Y ou  can wrap  it 
arou nd trees  to h elp  mak e a f ew p as s es  and th en f ollow th e wire b ack  to th e s econd 
p os t of  th e circu it.  Do th e s ame th ing  f or th e s econd circu it ex cep t g o th e oth er direction 
on th e trail.  N ow you  can h av e an alarm f or each  end of  you r ‘ K ’  z one.  Y ou  will k now th e 
direction of  trav el, ju s t not h ow many are in th e p atrol.    
 
A l a r m s :     
 
W h en circu it one is  b rok en, th e red L ED will f las h  once ev ery 2  s econds , and th e au dio 
alarm will s ou nd at th e s ame rate.  T h e au dio alarm is  EX T REMEL Y  h ig h  p itch ed.  I  
cannot h ear it with  my b ad h earing .  F riends  u s u ally cov er th eir ears  and yell at me to 
tu rn it of f  wh en I  demons trate it to th em.  T h ere is  a jack  f or a h eads et or earp lu g .  I t m u s t 
b e u s ed.   
Circu it 2  is  s lig h tly dif f erent.  T h e alarm is  s et f or 1 f las h  and ‘ s creech ’  ev ery s econd.  
I f  b oth  circu its  s h ou ld b ecome activ ated, th e lig h ts  f las h  alternately, and th e s creech  is  
cons tant.    
 
I ’ v e u s ed th is  N ig h t W atch  f or s etting  u p  amb u s h es  du ring  an F T X  with  th e local RO T C 
u nit.  I t is  a f orce mu ltip lier wh en u s ed in an amb u s h  and a g ood s entry du ring  RO N  
allowing  3  ou t of  4  team memb ers  to catch  s ome s leep .   
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V e h i c l e  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  N u m b e r s  f o r  Y O U R  M I L I T I A  R i d e  
B y Major Donald R Doyle 

 

  
S ome of  u s  are dis creet ab ou t ou r militia inv olv ement and s ome of  u s  ru n wide op en 
with  p ride.  A  code h as  b een dev elop ed b y s ev eral s tates  K entu ck y and Virg inia to name 
a f ew th at identif ies  a militia v eh icle.  U s u ally th is  is  p u t on doors , th e u p p er f ront f enders  
or h ood area s imilar to military v eh icles .    
 
H ere is  h ow th e code work s : 
 
T h e f irs t two or th ree letters  rep res ent th e org aniz ation 
V C M   meaning   Virg inia Citiz en’ s  Militia 
 
T h e nex t f ou r nu mb ers  rep res ent th e model year of  th e v eh icle  
19 9 2 
 
N ex t letter s tands  f or th e Mak e of  th e v eh icle 
F meaning  F ord 
 
T h e las t letter s tands  f or th e Model of  th e v eh icle 
R meaning  Rang er 
 
 
N ow it is  p os s ib le to h av e two or more v eh icles  in you r s tate militia with  th e ex act s ame 
Militia VI N  nu mb er.  I f  th at’ s  th e cas e ju s t add a h yp h en af ter th e model letter th en add 
th e th ree letters  of  you r initials .  H av ing  a Militia VI N  nu mb er is  really ju s t b rag g ing  ab ou t 
you r v eh icle and it allows  oth er militia b roth ers  and s is ters  to recog niz e you .  H op ef u lly it 
will cau s e you  to tak e more p ride in you r wh eels  and do a b etter job  maintaining  it.  I ’ v e 
always  f elt th at a g ood militia v eh icle s h ou ld b e p ractical, p aid f or, g ets  g ood g as  
mileag e, h av e f ou r-wh eel driv e if  s nowy weath er is  ap p licab le, and mos t imp ortantly b e 
in g ood mech anical condition.  N ex t is s u e I ’ ll cov er h ow to “ Militariz e”  you r ride!  
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 T h e S wiss an d  th e Naz is        
A u th or S tep h an P .  H alb rook                                                                                            
 
B ook  rev iew b y Major Donald R Doyle 
“ b ec au s e a g o o d  m il itia m em b er  is  a 
 w el l -r ead  m il itia m em b er  
 
 
 I ’ v e always  f elt th at if  ou r f ou nding  f ath ers  were s u ddenly b rou g h t ou t of  th e 
g rav e th ey wou ld tak e a g ood look  arou nd, s h ak e th eir h eads  in dis g u s t and h ead to 
S witz erland.  Ev ery man in S witz erland p u lls  mandatory military s erv ice and th en s p ends  
th e res t of  h is  lif e in h is  l o c al  m il itia.  
  S witz erland was  totally s u rrou nded in th e S p ring  of  19 4 0  and th e f irs t th ing  its  
g ov ’ t did was  to is s u e an order s tating  any rep orts  of  s u rrender were to b e treated as  
enemy p rop ag anda.  T h e b ridg es  and railway tu nnels  were rig g ed with  ex p los iv es  
k eep ing  th e wh ole cou ntry of  4  million p eop le on alert f or f ou r years .   
 S witz erland h ad 85 0 ,0 0 0  men in u nif orm and well trained in mark s mans h ip  af ter 
h av ing  to q u alif y at 3 0 0  meters .  N ow 75 %  of  th e p op u lation was  G erman s p eak ing  and 
th e N az is  aimed a lot of  p rop ag anda at th em b u t th e indep endent minded S wis s  nev er 
b ou g h t into th e mas ter race p rog ram.  T h e wh ole cou ntry was  u nder a lot of  s train with  
all f u el and a lot of  its  f ood h av ing  to b e imp orted and th at lef t only th e N az is  to deal 
with .   
 T h e S wis s  p eop le h ad b ig  h earts  and accep ted a lot of  ref u g ees  f rom acros s  
Eu rop e b y 19 4 5  ov er 4 0 0 ,0 0 0  ref u g ees  were s cattered acros s  its  b orders .  S wis s  military 
leaders  k new th ey cou ld not h old ou t ag ains t an all-ou t N az i inv as ion s o th ey ran th e 
u ltimate b lu f f .  T h ey s tu died wh at oth er cou ntries  did th at were inv aded, and were 
determined not to mak e th eir mis tak es  lik e, f ig h t toe to toe on th e b orders , not mak e 
g u erilla war p lans  and f ailing  to k eep  th eir p eop le p s ych ed-u p  f or v ictory.   
 G ermany h ad inv as ion p lans  drawn u p  b u t didn’ t act on th em f or s ev eral reas ons ;  
1)  troop s  were des p erately needed in Ru s s ia  2 )  G ermany needed S wis s  timing  f u s es  
( S wis s  g ov t was  p rep ared to b low u p  th e f actory if  inv aded)   3 )  L as t b u t b y no means  
leas t th e S wis s  wou ld f ig h t and th e N az is  wanted p u s h  ov er cou ntries  not v ictims  th at 
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wou ld inf lict larg e cas u alties  on th e G erman A rmy.   I f  Ru s s ia h ad f allen s u rely 
S witz erland wou ld h av e b een inv aded.  T h e cities  in th e north  wou ld not h av e b een 
h eav ily def ended and th e main army wou ld h av e f allen b ack  into th e A lp s  to f ig h t f or 
many month s  mayb e years .  L u ck ily it did not h ap p en and S witz erland remains  a f ree 
and indep endent cou ntry th at is  res p ected arou nd th e world.  T h is  b ook  is  v ery g ood 
reading  ju s t 3 0 6  p ag es  and I  s trong ly recommend it.  
 
 

DOGS   OF   WAR  
Comp iled f rom Military H is tory and A rmy T imes  articles  
B y Major Donald R Doyle 
 
 
 “The more I see of men, the better I like my dog.”  
 F rederic k the G rea t 
 
  
 Dog s  and men h av e f ou g h t s ide b y s ide s ince th e dawn of  h u man conf lict.  S leek  
g reyh ou nds  p aced p h araoh ’ s  ch ariots  on des ert raids , wh ile rank s  of  lu mb ering  mas tif f s  
march ed at th e f ront of  Roman leg ions .  Du ring  th e middle A g es , wolf h ou nds  in armor 
f lank ed k nig h ts  on h ors eb ack .  Modern war dog s  h av e done th eir du ty, s o to s p eak , at 
G ettys b u rg , Verdu n, N orth  A f rica, I wo J ima, P u s an, Da N ang  and I raq .  P ooch es  s erv ing  

ab ov e and b eyond th e call of  natu re h av e inclu ded S tu b b y 
 

  
 ( b elow lef t)  wh o rou s ed s leep ing  dou g h b oys  du ring  a G erman g as  attack .    
 T oday th e U . S .  military h as  ov er 2 0 0 0  work ing  dog s  th at s tart th eir training  at 
L ack land A F B , T ex as .   Doz ens  are wou nded war v ets  f rom b u llets  to b omb s  to h eat 
ex h au s tion in I raq .  B u t with  an emerg ency v et h os p ital in th eatre mos t wou nded are 
p atch ed u p  and b ack  on du ty.  S o f ar, only ten dog s  h av e b een k illed in th e line of  du ty.   
 Canines  s u f f er f rom p os t-trau matic s tres s  dis order.  T h e h andlers  ev en h av e ( dog  
f irs t aid k its )  th at th ey carry and can adop t th e dog  af ter its  work ing  lif e is  ov er.  Du ring  
Vietnam th e dog s  were ( p u t down)  or k illed af ter th eir work ing  lif e b u t Cong res s  
ch ang ed th at if  th e dog  is  determined to b e s ociab le and re-trainab le to civ ilian lif e.  
 Dog s  are u s ed to s mell ou t b omb  material, dru g s  and ev en th e T reas u ry Dep t 
h as  dog s  th at can s mell p ap er U . S .  money.  
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W aterp ro o f in g  th e A . L . I . C . E .  P ac k .  
 

B y Ru dy 
 
W h en I  orig inally wrote th is  b ack  in 2 0 0 0 , it was  meant f or a larg e A . L . I . C. E.  p ack  th at I  
h ad.  I t als o ap p lied to th e mediu m p ack , and I  s u p p os e to th e M. O . L . L . E.  p ack s  as  well.  
 
Y ou  h av e to rememb er th at th es e p ack s  were cons tru cted b y th e lowes t b idder f or ou r 
troop s .  I n order to cu t th eir cos ts , s ome of  th e manu f actu rers  didn’ t p ay attention to th e 
f ine details  lik e th ey s h ou ld h av e.   
 
I  b ou g h t my f irs t larg e A . L . I . C. E.  p ack  and f rame f or $ 6 0 .  T h at is n’ t too b ad a p rice I  
th ou g h t.  A f ter my f irs t u s e of  it in th e rain, and ev eryth ing  g ot wet, I  decided th at I  
needed to imp rov e its  waterp roof ing .   
 
I  did a v ery caref u l ins p ection of  th e b ag .  I  noticed s ev eral def iciencies  in th e b ag .   

1.  T h e coating  on th e ins ide of  th e b ag  was  non-ex is tent in s ev eral locations .  
2 .  T h e main s eams  ru nning  p arallel to th e f rame were not f inis h ed.  
3 .  A ll s eams  h ad f raying  ex ces s  material s h owing .  

 
I  was h ed th e b ag  in warm water u s ing  S O A P , not deterg ent.  Deterg ent leav es  a f ilm, 
and can b e too s ev ere on f ab ric.  I t als o contains  wh iteners , wh ich  will cau s e you  to lig h t 
u p  lik e a Ch ris tmas  tree wh en v iewed th ru  any N VD.  I  u s ed a lau ndry tu b  and ag itated it 
b y h and.  I  g ently b ru s h ed away any s oiled s p ots  with  a nylon b ris tled b ru s h .  B e caref u l 
h ere.  Rememb er th at you  h av e a s u rp lu s  b ag  h ere, and you  don’ t k now h ow p oorly it 
was  treated wh ile in s erv ice.   
 
5  or 6  rins es  s eemed to remov e th e s oap s u ds .  N ex t, I  s tood th e p ack  u p  and f illed it 
with  water and watch ed wh ere th e water leak ed.  T h e s titch ing  f or each  and ev ery 
p ock et leak ed to s ome ex tent.  A d one more p lace to waterp roof .   
 
H ang  th e b ag  u p s ide down to dry, ou t of  th e s u n.  I  let mine dry 4 8 h ou rs .   
 

H ere is  wh at you ’ ll need f or a comp lete waterp roof ing .   

P rop ane torch 2 ”  f oam p aintb ru s h    

T h omp s on’ s  W aters eal  Vinyl g lov es    
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S ilicone cau lk  w/ Cau lk ing  g u n    

 
 

I  decided to s tart with  th e s eams  and th eir ex ces s , f raying  material.  T u rn you r b ag  ins ide 
ou t.  Ru n th e p rop ane torch  on th e lowes t f lame p os s ib le along  th e s eams .  B e v ery 
caref u l, as  you  don’ t want to ru in you r b ag  b y melting  a h ole th ru  a s eam.  T h is  will weld 
th e ends  of  th e material and s top  th em f rom f raying .   
 
T h e actu al s titch ing  h ad s ev eral long  th reads  s h owing .  T h e torch  took  care of  th em als o 
b y melting  th e ends  of  th e th reads  s o th at th ey cou ldn’ t b e p u lled th ru  th e s eams .   
 
N ow th at you  h av e f inis h ed u s ing  th e torch , p u t on th e v inyl g lov es  and s tart cov ering  
th e ins ide of  th e b ag  with  T h omp s on’ s  W aters eal.  A p p ly it to ev ery s q u are inch  of  th e 
f ab ric.  T h e s titch ing  th at attach es  th e p ock et des erv es  2  coats  of  th e W aters eal.   W ait 3 -
4  h ou rs  b etween th e coats , as  you ’ ll want to p u t on a s econd coat.  I  p u t a th ird coat on 
th e b ottom of  th e b ag , and on th e p ock et s titch ing .  T h e W aters eal s eems  to p lu g  th e 
s p ace b etween th e f ab rics .  Don’ t f org et to p u t a cou p le of  coats  on th e ins ide of  th e top  
f lap  p ock et.   
 
N ow f or th e mes s y p art.  S p read ou t all of  th e material in th e s eams .  P u t one or 2  b eads  
of  cau lk  down each  s ide of  th e s eam.  W ork  it into th e s eams  with  you r h ands .  L et dry f or 
4 8 h ou rs .   
 
F inal ch eck : F ill th e b ag  with  clear water ag ain and look  f or any p lace th at needs  a little 
ex tra attention.   My b ag  h as  k ep t my g ear dry th ru  s ome h eav y rains  f or ov er 5  years  
now.   
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* T h e M-1  C arb in e*   
B y  R o b er t  In g r a m  

 
T h e M-1 carb ine is  a weap on th at is  cons tantly ov erlook ed as  a s u rv iv al weap on.  

I t really des erv es  a clos er look .  W h ile it is  cons idered a rif le, it is n' t on th e s ame s cale as  
a b attle rif le f iring  a f u ll p ower rif le rou nd.  I t is  ch amb ered f or a p is tol rou nd eq u al to th e 
. 3 2  W inch es ter, a rou nd th at was  ob s olete 70  years  ag o.   I t does  h owev er comp are v ery 
f av orab ly to th e cu rrent trend of  carb ines  ch amb ered f or th e 9 mm, . 4 0 , &  . 4 5 A CP  
rou nds .  I t h as  s ev eral th ing s  g oing  f or it th at are of ten ig nored.  L et' s  tak e a clos er look  
at th is  weap on.  

  
P RI C E :  G one are th e days  of  b u ying  one f rom th e N RA  f or $ 2 0 .  T oday, ( 2 0 0 5 ) , 
carb ines  are lis ted as  s elling  anywh ere f rom $ 4 0 0 -75 0  th ru  p riv ate s ales .  T h e CMP  is  
( was )  s elling  I nland b rand carb ines  f or $ 4 9 5 .  I  h av e s een th em ch eap er in p awn s h op s , 
or th rou g h  p riv ate s ales .              
G ood news  f or Calif ornia res idents ;  A u to-O rdnance, th e only comp any cu rrently 
p rodu cing  th e M-1 carb ine, is  s h ip p ing  a Calif ornia ap p rov ed model with  a 10  rou nd 
mag az ine!  MS RP  is  $ 777. 0 0 .  W h ile th at is  def initely on th e h ig h  end of  th e p rice rang e, 
it is  ap p rov ed f or s ale to citiz ens  in th at s tate.  I  als o dou b t th at anyone ev er p ays  MS RP  
f or any rif le.  N ow you  h av e a b etter ch oice of  rif les .    
 
H ow does  th is  comp are to an A R-15  or an A K -4 7 clone?  I t’ s  les s  th an h alf  f or a q u ality 
A R-15  and eq u al to one of  th e b etter A K  clones .   
I f  you  are k nowledg eab le ab ou t f irearms , you  cou ld b u ild you r own.  I n today' s  
S H O T G U N  N EW S  I  s ee th at M-1 receiv ers  are lis ted at $ 189 -2 2 9  retail f rom s ev eral 
dif f erent s ou rces .  Centerf ire h as  p arts  k its  lis ted f or $ 10 9 .  I  as s emb led a carb ine on an 
old I VER J O H N S O N  receiv er and th en took  it to a s mith  to ch eck  f or p rop er h ead 
s p acing .  I  als o u s ed one of  Ramline' s  s ynth etic s tock s .   I t weig h s  ab ou t 6  p ou nds  
emp ty, and I  h av e all of  $ 14 0  inv es ted in it.  W h ile it is n’ t a collector rif le, it does  ju s t f ine 
at th e rang e.   
 
W E I G H T :  T h e carb ine is  lis ted as  weig h ing  only 6 . 5  p ou nds  with  a wooden s tock .  T h at 
is  a f u ll 2  p ou nds  lig h ter th an an A R-15  or an A K -4 7.  T h e u s e of  a Ramline s ynth etic 
s tock  cu ts  th is  down to ab ou t 6  p ou nds .  T h is  mak es  it a g ood weap on f or women, 
ch ildren, and th os e of  s maller s tatu e.   
 
A M M U N I T I O N :  L et' s  comp are th e carb ine to th e oth er 3  p op u lar p is tol calib ers  cu rrently 
b eing  s old;  9 mm, . 4 0  calib er, and . 4 5  calib er.   
 
9 mm;  115  g rain b u llet p rop elled at 12 0 0  f p s .  T h is  g iv es  u s  3 6 8 f oot p ou nds  of  energ y at 
th e mu z z le, and 2 4 3  f / p  at 10 0  yards .  
 
. 4 0  S & W   180  g rain b u llet trav eling  at 9 9 0 f p s .    T h is  g iv es  u s  3 9 0  f oot p ou nds  at th e  
mu z z le, and 2 6 0 f / p  at 10 0  yards .   
 
. 4 5 A CP ;  2 3 0  g rain b u llet trav eling  at 9 0 0  f p s .  T h is  g iv es  u s  4 14  f oot p ou nds  of  energ y at 
th e mu z z le, and 3 2 3  f / p  at 10 0  yards .   



 12 

. 3 5 7 mag nu m;  110  g rain b u llet at 13 5 0 f p s .  T h is  g iv es  u s  4 10  f oot p ou nds  of  energ y at 
th e mu z z le, and 2 9 2  f / p  at 5 0  yards , and 2 0 3 f / p  at 10 0  yards .  
 
. 3 0  carb ine;  110  g rain b u llet at 19 9 0  f p s .  T h is  g iv es  u s  9 6 7 f oot p ou nds  at th e mu z z le, 
and 6 0 0  at 10 0  yards .   A t 2 0 0  yards  we s till h av e 3 73  f / p  of  energ y.   
2 0 0 -3 73 ;  3 0 0 -2 6 2 .  
 
T h is  means  th at at 2 0 0  yards  th e carb ine h as  clos e to if  not more energ y th an th e 
oth ers  do at th e mu z z le.  S ee th e ch art b elow.  A ll f ig u res  are f rom W inch es ter-W es tern 
cu rrent loads .  
 

C a l i b e r   W e i g h t  V e l o c i t y  
M u z z l e  
E n e r g y  

   @   
10 0 y d s  

  @  
20 0 y d s  

  @   
3 0 0 y d s  

9 mm 115  12 0 0  3 6 8 2 4 3      
. 4 0  
S & W  180  9 9 0  3 9 0  2 6 0      
. 4 5 A CP  2 3 0  83 5  3 5 6  3 0 3      
. 3 5 7 
Mag .  110  12 75  3 9 7 2 4 3      
. 3 0  M-1 110  19 9 0  9 6 7 6 2 2  3 9 9  2 80  

 
       

W olf  Military ammu nition is  cu rrently $ 19 0  p er 10 0 0  rou nds .  W ith  th e cu rrent ammo 
cris is  g oing  on in A merica f or th e military calib ers , th is  is  an ou ts tanding  v alu e.  T h is  
p rice is  more in line with  wh at it s h ou ld b e.  T oday’ s  p rices  are arou nd $ 2 5 0 - 2 75  f or 
M19 3  5 . 5 6  wh en you  can f ind it.     
 

RE P U T A T I O N :   T h e carb ine h as  a rep u tation as  b eing  a p oor f ig h t s top p er, a rep u tation 
th at it mig h t not des erv e.  T h e rep u tation inclu des  ex tremes  at b oth  ends  of  th e 
s p ectru m.   
 
1.  T h e f u ll metal jack et b u llet does  not ex p and.  I t h as  a tendency to drill s traig h t th rou g h  
a s of t targ et, in and ou t with ou t cau s ing  any s econdary damag e s u ch  as  a larg e wou nd 
ch annel.  Mos t rif le b u llets  ‘ yaw’  wh ile trav eling  th ru  a b ody.  S ince th ey are long er th an 
th eir diameter, th is  cau s es  a rap id increas e in th e temp orary wou nd ch annel.  T h e 
carb ine does  not h av e th e ex tra leng th  work ing  in its  f av or, s ince th e b u llet is  rou g h ly 
th e s ame leng th  as  its  diameter.  T h is  is  can b e s olv ed b y u s ing  s of t or h ollow p oint 
rou nds .  H ollow p oints  can ex p and to . 6 0 ”  or s lig h tly b ig g er.  T h is  rou nd does  h av e th e 
v elocity to cau s e th e h ollow p oints  to op en u p  reliab ly.   
 
2 .  T h e rou nds  do not p enetrate h eav y cloth ing .  T h is  h as  its  roots  in K orea.  I t h as  ju s t 
ab ou t b een p rov en th at th is  was  du e to th e op erators  u s ing  th e M2  s et on au tomatic, 
and N O T  A I MI N G .  T h e carb ine ris es  of f  targ et af ter th e f irs t rou nd of  a b u rs t.  I f  th e f irs t 
rou nd is  not aimed any s u b s eq u ent rou nds  natu rally mis s ed.   
 
M A G A Z I N E S :  15  rou nd mag az ines  can b e f ou nd f or u nder $ 10 , u s u ally ab ou t $ 8.  L es s  
if  you  b u y a s mall q u antity.  3 0  rou nd mag az ines  are p riced h ig h er.  I  h av e s een th em f or 
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a low of  $ 10  f or ' u s ed'  to a h ig h  of  $ 3 0  at g u n s h ows .  Y ou ’ ll need to p ay attention and 
look  f or G I  made and mark ed mag az ines .  T h e CMP  web s ite h as  a g ood article on th is .   
 
P A RT S :  T h e U . S .  p rodu ced 6 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0  carb ines  du ring  W W 2 .  S ev eral th ou s and were 
g iv en away to f riendly g ov ernments  af ter th e war.  T h ey were s old th rou g h  th e N RA  and 
dealers  f or les s  th an $ 5 0 .  P arts  are av ailab le f rom s ev eral s ou rces  in th e U . S .   
Comp lete k its , les s  s tock , receiv er, and h ammer are av ailab le f or les s  th an $ 175 .   
 
H I S T O RY :  A f ter th e war, s ev eral comp anies  as s emb led carb ines  f rom s p are p arts .  
P lainf ield, U niv ers al, I v er J oh ns on to name a f ew.  W h en th e s u p p ly of  military receiv ers  
dried u p , th ey all s tarted mak ing  th eir own receiv ers .  U niv ers al was  th e only one th at 
tried to imp rov e th e carb ine.  T h ey ch ang ed th e des ig n b y u s ing  2  recoil s p ring s  in th eir 
v ers ion.  T h is  cau s ed th e receiv er, s lide, b olt, and trig g er g rou p  to b e dif f erent f rom th e 
orig inal carb ines .  T h u s  p arts  wou ld not interch ang e with  th e res t of  th e carb ines .  
W h eth er th e U niv ers al des ig n is  b etter or not is  really a moot p oint as  p arts  f or th em are 
b ecoming  q u ite rare.  I n later years  I v er J oh ns on b ou g h t u p  all of  th e oth er 
manu f actu rers .  T h ey continu ed to of f er U niv ers al carb ines .  T h ey ev en of f ered th em 
ch amb ered in 9 mm.  I VER J O H N S O N  h as  s ince g one ou t of  b u s ines s .  N ow th e only 
comp any b u ilding  M1 carb ines  is  A u to-O rdnance.   
 
C O N C L U S I O N :  I  liv e in a s u b u rb an area with  a non s h ooting  s p ou s e and 2  ch ildren.  
F or my s itu ation, th is  is  a g ood ch oice of  weap ons .  W h en th e u rch ins  are f u lly g rown 
and h av e lef t th e nes t, th ey will b e g iv en to th e g rand k ids .   I  cu rrently own 2  of  th es e 
rif les .  B oth  are of  military s tyle.  I  now own an I N L A N D carb ine and an I VER J O H N S O N  
carb ine.  T h e carb ine is  not cu rrently on any " b anned"  lis t of  f irearms , s o it is  eas ier to 
p os s es .  I t is  eas y to maintain, lig h t recoiling , and f as t s h ooting .  F or th e p rice of  an A R-
15  clone, I  can own an M-1carb ine, cleaning  k it, s p are p arts , 2 0  mag az ines  ( 15  rd. ) , and 
a th ou s and rou nds  of  ammu nition.  P leas e g iv e th is  weap on anoth er look .   
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H ere is  a s ide b y s ide comp aris on of  cu rrently av ailab le weap ons .   

 C a r b i n e  A K -4 7  A R -1 5  
9 m m  

c a r b i n e  
. 4 0  

c a r b i n e  
. 4 5  

c a r b i n e  

I n i t i a l  c o s t  $ 4 9 5 . 0 0  $ 80 0 . 0 0  $ 9 3 0 . 0 0  $ 4 0 6 . 0 0  $ 4 0 6 . 0 0  $ 83 4 . 0 0  

M a n u f a c t u r e r  
CMP  
I nland ars enal            

Rock  
Riv er 
A rms  K el-T ec   K el-T ec   

O lymp ic 
A rms  

M o d e l  M-1 S A  M-7 
S tandard 
Rif le A 2  

S u b -
2 0 0 0  

S u b -
2 0 0 0  K 4 5  16 "  

C a l i b e r  
. 3 0  
Carb ine 

M4 3   
7. 6 2 x 3 9  

M19 3  
5 . 5 6 x 4 3  

9 x 19  
N A T O  . 4 0  S & W  . 4 5 A CP  

A m m o  p e r  
1 0 0 0  r o u n d s *  $ 189 . 0 0  $ 14 7. 9 0  $ 2 0 9 . 9 0  $ 15 9 . 9 0  $ 2 5 0 . 0 0  $ 2 3 0 . 0 0  
S t a n d a r d  
M a g a z i n e s  

15  rd @  
$ 8. 0 0  

3 0 rd @  
$ 12 . 0 0  

3 0 rd @  
$ 15 . 0 0  

3 0 rd 
@ $ 2 5 . 0 0  

2 5 rd @  
3 5 . 0 0  

2 0 rd @  
4 0 . 0 0  

P a r t s  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  Very g ood G ood Ex cellent 

f air to 
g ood 

f air to 
g ood G ood 

*  p r i c e s  f r o m  
A I M        
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Y o u r  “ O f f i c i a l ”  M i l i t i a  P u b l i c a t i o n  
 
 W ell enou g h  p eop le h av e s tep p ed f orward to p u t th eir time and talents  into 
mak ing  a national militia news letter.  “ Militia Rang er”  is  b y and f or, militia memb ers  and 
ou r rang e is  th e entire U S A .   
 N ow comes  th e h ard p art f or me th e editor deciding  wh at is  worth  reading .  
B eliev e it or not a lot of  work  g oes  into p u tting  tog eth er a news letter.  A s  f ar as  h ow of ten 
an edition comes  ou t is  s till u p  in th e air, b u t I ’ m trying  f or ev ery 3  month s , more of ten if  
th e s taf f  s u p p ort is  g ood.   
 Militia Rang er is  a def ens iv e p u b lication f irs t and f oremos t .  A noth er th ing  we will 
p u s h  is  mark s mans h ip , along  with  v ariou s  s tate militia ev ents , s o s end in you r ev ents  ( if  
th ey’ re op en to th e p u b lic of  cou rs e)  and we will lis t th em in ou r Ev ents / Editorial s ection.  
 H op e you  enjoy ou r news letter.  You r c onstru c tiv e c omments a re a lw a ys 
w elc ome a nd so a re a ny a rtic les you  ma y w ish to send. M ore sta ff w riters a re 
a lw a ys needed.  
                       
                     Y ou  can reach  u s  at: M i l i t i a Ra n g e r @ y a h o o . c o m  
 
 
 
                                    O f f i c i a l  M i l i t i a  Ra n g e r  P o l i c y  
 
W e will def end Cons erv ativ e J u deo-Ch ris tian Valu es , def end ou r f amilies , def end ou r 
h omes , def end Cons titu tional Rig h ts  ( not ju s t th e 2 nd one)  and def end ou r cou ntry.  A ll 
A mericans  s h ou ld own a military f irearm and p ractice with  it reg u larly and nev er, ev er, 
s u rrender it!  O u r f ou nding  f ath ers  g av e u s  th ree b ox es  to s olv e ou r p rob lems  with  th e 
b allot b ox , th e ju ry b ox  and th e cartridg e b ox .  W e do not s u p p ort anyone or g rou p  trying  
to ov erth row th e U . S .  g ov ernment.  W e do b eliev e in f ig h ting  tyranny and terroris m with  
eq u al enth u s ias m.  W e s u p p ort ou r troop s  in th e “ W ar on T error. ”  A ls o we b eliev e in 
b eing  economic p atriots  and wh enev er p os s ib le, b u y p rodu cts  “ Made in th e U S A . ”  A ll 
th is  we p ledg e ou r liv es , ou r f ortu nes  and ou r s acred h onor.  
 
 
 
                                                                                      
Editor:  Major Donald R Doyle  
Virg inia Citiz en’ s  Militia 
 
 
A s s t.  Editor: Rob ert L .  ( Ru dy)  I ng ram    
N eb ras k a Militia                     
                                                 
  
 


